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Volunteer organisations in Australia play a crucial role in managing environmental issues that arise across the 

country. These issues are a complex problem that require long-term solutions that cannot be achieved by any 

single organisation or agency. The government, private sector, and not-for-profit organisations must work 

together to tackle these issues, which include climate change, air and water pollution, deforestation, loss of 

biodiversity, and waste management. 
 

These organisations have long played a significant role in tackling environmental issues. They bring together 

people from different backgrounds, experiences, and perspectives to advocate for the preservation and 

conservation of the environment. These organisations play an important role in educating the public about 

environmental issues and promoting sustainable practices that would help mitigate environmental risks. 

Additionally, they are a powerful voice for the community, which allows them to shape public policies and drive 

change. 
 

Volunteer organisations allow anyone to participate in environmental management. They provide an 

opportunity for people of diverse backgrounds, skill sets, and experience levels to come together and work 

towards a common goal – preserving the environment. They provide a platform for members to learn, grow, and 

develop new skills that will be useful not only in environmental management but also in other aspects of their 

lives. Many volunteers also feel a sense of pride and fulfilment in their work, as they know that they are making 

a positive contribution to society. 
 

Another significant contribution of volunteer organisations in environmental management is monitoring and 

reporting. Many environmental issues go unnoticed in the absence of monitoring, which is often expensive and 

resource-intensive. Volunteer organisations have access to the community, which makes them well-positioned 

to monitor various aspects of the environment, such as water quality, air pollution, and wildlife habitats. They 

can also collect data on environmental risks and share it with relevant authorities, who can then take 

appropriate action. 
 

Volunteer organisations also play a critical role in advocacy. They amplify the voices of the community to 

policymakers and stakeholders, urging them to take actions that will protect the environment. Through their 

advocacy campaigns, volunteers demand better environmental protection policies, funding for research, and 

enforcement of environmental regulations. They also raise awareness of environmental policy issues that might 

otherwise be overlooked by the wider public, such as climate change and deforestation. 
 

These organisations have also been critical in organising clean-up campaigns. The littering and dumping of waste 

have been major environmental challenges. Volunteer organisations have organised regular beach clean-ups, 

community clean-ups and waste management initiatives that help to reduce the amount of litter trashing the 

environment. Such campaigns have also provided opportunities to the community to learn about the extent and 

impact of littering, the need for the proper disposal of waste, and the importance of recycling. 
 

In conclusion, volunteer organisations play a vital role in managing environmental issues. They leverage the 

power of the community to educate, monitor, advocate and act on ways to preserve and conserve the 

environment. Their contributions help to bridge the gap between policymakers, businesses, and communities in 

efforts to address environmental issues. As such, the work of volunteers in creating awareness, influencing 

policy, and fostering positive environmental practices is essential to ensuring that Australia remains a 

sustainable and safe place to live. 
 

So it is with gratitude that we come together today to appreciate the amazing contribution, you, our local 

volunteers and organisations, provide to the community, and we thank you all for your truly exceptional efforts. 


